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My name is  Predrag Nikolic. I  was  born in Belgrade,  Yugoslavia.  My father is  an 
engineer and mother is a professor of literature. 

I have finished eight-year elementary school in 1989 as the Pupil of Generation. During 
elementary the education I have expressed the affinity for mathematics and sciences, so I took 
part in many mathematics and computer science competitions. My greatest success was in the 
final year when I won first the third prize on the City Competition and then the first prize on 
the State Competition in Computer Science.

After finishing the elementary school I enrolled in the Mathematical High School in 
Belgrade, which is specialized for talented students in the fields of mathematics and science. In 
this period of four years my interest for science, especially physics, arose steeply and became 
the decisive factor in my later thoughts. I took part again in various competitions in physics 
and mathematics and several times won significant prizes, such as the first prize on the State 
Competition in Physics and the third prize on the Federal Competition. 

Simultaneously with elementary and secondary school I have attended the elementary 
and the high music school at the Department for Classical Guitar as well as courses of English 
at the Institute for Foreign Languages in Belgrade.

In 1993. I received a diploma as one of the best students in generation and then enrolled 
in  the  Faculty  of  Electrical  Engineering  of  the  Belgrade  University.  On  the  entrance 
examinations in physics and mathematics common for the schools of engineering, mathematics 
and sciences I was ranked 12th among 4000 applicants. In the first year of studies I took physics 
and mathematics lessons in special groups with extended courses, designed for students who 
are more interested in these subjects. Since I was very enthusiastic about physics, I chose the 
Department  of   Physical  Electronics  in  the  3rd year  of  studies,  and  specialization  in 
Optoelectronics and Laser  Engineering in the next year.  In my free time I studied various 
physics  books.  From the beginning of 1997.  I  have been engaged in the research of The 
Resonant Cavity Enhanced MSM Photodetectors under the guidance of my professors  Dr. 
Jovan Radunovic and Dr.  Dejan Gvozdic.  The analysis  has  been carried out  by computer 
simulations. Our results have been presented on the International Conference MIEL97 in Nis, 
Yugoslavia and another scientific paper is being prepared for publishing.

In December 1996. I was a member of the group of Yugoslav students invited to spend 
two  weeks  in  Greece  as  guests  of  the  Athens  Technical  University.  Courses  of 
Telecommunications and Computer Science had been organized for us as well as a visit to 
some of the Greek famous ancient monuments. 

In the Summer 1997.  I spent six weeks in Slovakia on the training organized by the 
International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE). At 
the School of Electrical Engineering in Bratislava I had a unique opportunity to read a number 
of scientific papers and to carry out measurements of electrical and optical properties of RCE 
photodetectors with quantum wells. I have also visited laboratories for fabrication of micro and 
nano-structures, superconducting devices, as well as  MBE and MOCVD equipment, so I have 
learned quite a  lot of interesting things.  In addition, spending time with my colleges from 
various countries and making frequent excursions to nearby places made this stay in Slovakia 
even more exciting and unforgettable.

Now I am among the best students in the class of approximately 550 students, ranking 
9th by the average mark. 

Except the enthusiasm for science, I have many hobbies like listening and composing the 
music,  reading books,  computer programming...  I  love nature and outdoor life,  and I  like 
traveling and seeing new places. 
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