
Writing Exercises:  Week 2

In the introductory remarks on writing (http://physics.gmu.edu/~rubinp/courses/407/writing.pdf), I 
listed eleven principles of good writing.  We will focus on four:  i) construct short but complete and 
grammatical  sentences that name agents; ii) express key actions as verbs, not as nouns; iii) begin 
sentences with “old” information, and end them with “new” information; iv) omit needless words 
(excessive hedging, ineffectual phrases), and use simple words instead of complicated ones.

To the five writing practices in the remarks, I will add suggestions for revision (rewriting) practices.  
The first one is:  Underline the first six to eight words of each clause in a sentence (a clause contains at 
least a verb and a subject; a phrase does not contain both of these). If the underlined portion does not 
contain an agent as subject and an action as verb, the clause is a candidate for revision.

In A, B, and C, below, decide which of the two sentences you prefer and why you have this preference.  
In D, E, F, and G, below, decide if the sentence should be revised, and, if so, offer a revision.

A
A full explanation of why the model cannot accommodate this particular case of omitted variable bias 

is given in the appendix.
The appendix explains in full why the model cannot accommodate this particular case of omitted 

variable bias.

B
Because we knew nothing about local conditions, we could not determine how effectively the 

committee had allocated funds to areas that most needed assistance.
Our lack of knowledge about local conditions precluded determination of effectiveness of committee 

actions in allocating funds to areas in greatest need of assistance.

C
There is public opposition to nuclear power plants near population centers because of a widespread 

belief in their threat to human health .
The public opposes nuclear power plants near population centers because it believes that they 

threaten human health .

D
The argument that failure to provide for preservation of the royalty rate upon expiration of the patent 
discouraged challenges to the contract does not apply here.

E
The closure of the bank and the transfer of its business and non-unionized employees constituted an 
unfair labor practice, because the purpose of obtaining an economic benefit by means of discouraging 
unionization motivated the closure and transfer.

F
Peanuts, shrimp, almonds, milk or anything else with lactose, and wheat or anything with gluten all
represent things that people are commonly allergic to.

G
The detection of weakly interacting massive particles has been the object of many experimental efforts.
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