
Writing Exercises:  Week 3

The focus here is on expressing key actions as verbs, not as nouns (nominalization).  Consider editing a 
sentence when a nominalization i) follows a verb that may lack specificity (e.g., to do, to conduct, to 
have, to be, to exercise); ii) follows “there is/are”; iii) is the subject of a verb with little meaning (e.g., 
to be, to concern); iv) is in a subject linked by a verb to a second nominalization in the object; v) is one 
of a series of nominalizations (e.g., “of the...of the...”).  Bear in mind that nominalization can be useful 
or even necessary:  i) as a subject referring to the verb of a previous sentence; ii) when it names the 
subject of its verb; iii) as a replacement for an awkward phrase (e.g., “the fact that...”).

In A, B, and C, below, decide which of the two sentences you prefer and why you have this preference.
In D – K, below, decide if the sentence should be revised, and, if so, offer a revision.

A
There is opposition among many voters to nuclear power plants.
Many voters oppose nuclear power plants.

B
Economists attempted to define full employment.
Economists made attempts to formulate a definition of full employment.

C
The police conducted an investigation into the matter.
The police investigated the matter.

D
The model makes the assumption that people engage in utility maximization.

E
The presence of extensive rust damage to the exterior surfaces prevented immediate repairs to the hull.

F
The discovery of a method for the manufacture of artificial skin will have the result of an increase in 
the survival of patients with radical burns.

G
The instability of the motor housing did not preclude the completion of the field trials.

H
The committee has no expectation that it will meet the deadline.

I
Their cessation of hostilities was because of their personnel losses.

J
Our discussion concerned a tax cut.

K
There was considerable erosion of the land from the floods.


