
Writing Exercises:  Week 4

This week, we focus on sentence flow:  begin sentences with “old” information, and end them with 
“new” information.      “Old,” or given, information should be information familiar to readers, because 
it was presented in the last one or two sentences, is apparent within the context of a sentence, or can be 
assumed to part of readers’ general knowledge of the topic.  “New” information tends to be unfamiliar 
to readers or more complex.

The first part of a sentence, then, should be short, simple, or familiar; include the topic and subject of 
the sentence, and present old or given information.  The second part of a sentence should start with the 
action (that is, the verb) and may be long and complex, but include what readers should take away 
(some emphasis or climax).

In A and B, below, decide which of the two selections you prefer and why you have this preference.
Follow the given directions for C and D.

A
Some astonishing questions about the nature of the universe have been raised by scientists studying 

black holes. The collapse of a dead star into a point perhaps no larger than a marble creates a black 
hole.

Some astonishing questions about the nature of the universe have been raised by scientists studying 
black holes. A black hole is created by the collapse of a dead star into a point perhaps no larger than a 
marble.

B
Farmers try to provide optimal growing conditions for crops by using soil additives to adjust soil pH. 

Garden lime, or agricultural limestone, is made from pulverized chalk, and can be used to raise the pH 
of the soil. Clay soil, which is naturally acidic, often requires addition of agricultural lime.

Farmers try to provide optimal growing conditions for crops by using soil additives to adjust soil pH. 
One way to raise the pH of the soil is an additive made from pulverized chalk called garden lime or 
agricultural limestone. Agricultural limestone is often added to naturally acidic soils, such as clay soil.

C (Starting with the most general statement, use old-to-new information flow to order the following 
sentences.)
a) The birth of stars, however, cannot be followed by an optical telescope, since it takes place in 
regions of space from which light cannot escape.
b) To study this process, therefore, astronomers have to make use of telescopes operating at other 
wavelengths.
c) Developments in radio, millimetre-wave and infra-red astronomy have turned the study of star-
formation into one of the most exciting areas of astronomy.
d) The majority of stars, including the Earth’s sun, are clouds of gas which are maintained at a high 
temperature by the energy liberated by thermonuclear reactions in their centres.
e) Most of our knowledge of stars and how they evolve comes from the study of the visible light they 
emit.
f) It is currently thought that most of the matter of the universe is in the form of stars.



D (Revise this passage to improve its flow.)
The Hart Queen is one of the best skis for beginning and intermediate skiers. A thin layer of tempered 
ash from the hardwood forests of Kentucky makes up its inner core. Two innovations for strength and 
flexibility are built into its outer construction. Two sheets of ten-gauge steel reinforce a layer of ash for 
increased strength. A wrapping of fiberglass surrounds two steel sheets for increased flexibility. Most 
conventional bindings can be used with the Queen. The Salomon Double is the best binding, however. 
A cushion of foam and insulation firmly cradles the foot and ankle yet freedom of movement is still 
permitted.


